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Chfonology of Information on the Buildup

By Chalmers M. Roberts

and Howard Simons
Staff Reporters

Was the United States
caught unaware by the Soviet|
offensive weapons buildup in]|
Cuba? Was there a serious in-|
telligence gap, as some Repub-;
lican spokesmen are now,
| charging? i
! The Xennedy Administra-:
tion’s position is that while
Cuban refugees had for some
time been reporting Soviet
“missiles” on the island, it was
not until 10 p. m. Monday,
Oct. 15, that the first “hard”
evidence,.in the form of aerial
photos taken by U. S. planes,
reached Secretary of Defense
Robert ' S.  McNamara. The
President saw the photographs
Tuesday morning.

But what about ‘the refugee
reports? And what about the
statements. of Republican poli-1
ticians before Oct. 15, espe-;

| construetion?

Thus far Keating has re-
fused to' reveal his sources,

cially those of Sen. Kenneth,
Keating (R-N. . Y., warningj
that missile sites were under|though he has claimed that

Were such un-|they were “predominantly of-
official reports ignored by theiﬁcial” and that the same in-
Administration, if indeed theyiformation was available to the
were acurate before Oct. 157]Government. The Administra-

| o &

How Data on Cuba Took Shape

—

tion maintained that Keating
was listening to often unre-
liable refugees. Some officials|
also. suspect that Keating: was]
tipped off to some of the
earlier tfentative intelligence
estimates by persons in thei
Government pressing for ac-
tion by the President:-

But the Administracdion in-!
sists that during this period!

'before Oct. 15 the President!
‘lacked the kind of evidence on|
:which responsible policy could
jbe based and on which a case,
could be made to the world. |

The best way to tell what is|
‘now known is to do so carono-|
logically. The Administration|
itself is preparing .its. own:
chronology for release shortly,;
tbut at present these are thel
facts as best théy can  be!
established: ‘

In the 1last vear of
the Eisenhower Administra-
tion, after Fidel Castro had
come to power President
Kisenhower ordered recon-
naissance flights over Cuba.
presumably with U-2s. These:

See BASES, Aif6. Col. 1
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Bruce Released U.S. Photos of Cuba

By David Wise
Herald Tribune News Bervice
Secret aerial

structions and mistakenly re- speech that President Ken- opinion of the soundness of “tures, taken by U-2 and other
leased the photos. 'nedy was to make to the Na-|the U. S. position. lair force reconnaissance
intelligence On Monday, Oct. 22, Am- tion that ‘night. . o Ambassador Bruce then PTO'Eplanes, were being shown on
= ibassador Bruce called on Mac- An informed Admxmstratmn\ceeded to release the photo-|pritish television reached the
photographs of Soviet missiles' millan in London and showed official said the British Prime graphs, apparently acting on. ... .
in Cuba were released in Lon-him the secret photographs Minister had urged Bruce to his own, feeling that the situa-| White House late Tuesday and
don on Tuesday, Oct. 23, byland briefed the Prime Minis- release the photographs to tion warranted his decision. icreated a turmoil behind the
U. S. Ambassador David K. g, ter on the contents of the help convince British public. Word that the top-secret pic- scenes. At that time, Amer-

Bruce after he had been urged P - 'jcan officials were weighing
to do so by Prime Minister whether to release the photo-
Harold Macmillan. graphs at all.

When the pictures were re- As a result of the London
jeased in Britain Oct. 23, be- Embassy’s action, presidential
fore being made public in the press secrefary Pierre Salinger
United States, the impression ordered the photographs re-
was conveyed by the State De- leased by the Pentagon, and 14
partmeps that some minor of-‘; negatives were made public
ficiaj in ihe Lendon Embassy between midnight and 1 a. m.
wad “misunderstood” his in-! | Wednesday.
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